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i Letter I. 

un- TO THE THINKING PEOPLE OF 
that ENGLAND, 
rosed On rHe AFFAIRS OF THE East InpdIA 
rallel Company, 

Be THINKING PEOPLE, 

; Before we come to consider the argu- 
seat ments in support of that opposition, which 
ed the City of London, in its corporate capa- ; 

litz. city, is making to the intended measure of 
aoe opening the trade to the East Indies, I think 
ie it right to offer you some further remarks 
io r upon what has been said relative'to the new 
pe power and influence, which such a measure 
5 * must throw into the hands of the ministry 

; at home. RF 
“git I noticed, in. my last, an idea of Mr. 
Birch and of Mr. Favell, that the measure, 
mt by taking the government, and, of course, 
i the army and. revenue of India, out of the 
ay hands of the East India.Company, the 

The ministry would become possessed of so 
w much power, that “tn that ‘vee that. 
TEE HEME Cod-hnows “what they might do!” Lwill | 
ms 1 now cite ‘a passage ffdui the Morning Chro- 

nicle, which passage was pubiished upon 
10.— the first appearance of the correspondence 
a inserted in my last Number.——‘' We this 
on ** day lay before our readers the corres- 

“ ** pendence that has taken place - between 
io *‘ the Court of Directors and the President 
est ** of the Board of Control. There never 

-_ ** came before the public eye a correspond- 
tach * ence pregnarit with results so ‘important 
sone “and alarming; fer the: letter of Lord 
gue ** Buckinghamshire, in the most summary 
r che ** and cavalier style, gives the India Com- 
Kutou “* pany only the alternative of the surrender 
t Ne “* of a material part of uieir rights, or the 
ne ** unconditional transfer of the. whole ma- 
es ** nagement and power of India to Minis- 
aay ing *‘ters. He will submit to no previous dis- 
a¢ 10" Ee *‘ cussions, He’ bids them hunt for infor- 






** mation among the Memurials and Peti- 
*‘ tions from the Out~ports; but demands | 
** the concurrerce of the Copspany to the | 
** opening of the trade, before he will enter 
* into an explanation of the rules by-which 
* it shall be regulated... The-questienof a 
* partial opening of the India trade, or of 
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*¢ the strict maintenance of the Charter, is 
** of such magnitude as to demand-the most 
** grave and deliberate attention. He must 
** have a very comprehensive mind indeed, 
** that can, at a first view, decide on the 
** national policy of the measure. Wecer- 
‘* tainly do not feel ourselves competefit to 
** form such a judgment. But on the alter- 
** native, namely, that if the Company do 
** not implicitly acquiesce in the principle 
** of the measure without inquiry or éxpla- 
** nation, the result may be the TRANS- 
‘*FER OF THE WHOLE TO. GO- 
‘* VERNMENT,. there can be but one 
6 opinion, viz. :—that it would be GON- 
‘*STITUTIONAL RUIN. The dissolu- 
** tion of the India Company eould not 
** take place without bringing with.it a na- 
** tional bankruptcy, and that wust be fol- 
** lowed by military despotism. A eorres« 
‘* pondence, therefore, of move dreadful 
*¢ import was never laid before the public, 
‘‘ and we earnestly request our readers to 
*¢ give it the attention whieh it deserves.” 
At the frst blush there appears to be 
something so wild in this; there appears to 
be sowething so mad in the notion, that the 
constitution of England is to be destroyed ; 
that a national bankruptcy is to be ‘pro- 
duced ;_ that a military despotism is to be 
established, by the dissolution of a Com- 
pany of merchants; there seems to be 
something se crazy, ot, more politely speak~ 
ing, so delirious 3 it seems to proceed from 
something so much like one of those * ex- 
** acerbations,’’ vulgarly called fits; the 
thing seems to be so much of this character, 
that I should not have thought it worthy of 
notice, had it not issued through the chief ° 
organ of the Whig faction. What an opi- 
nion, however; what a contemptuous opi- 
nion must the writer have of the intellects 
of his readers, to put forth such extrava- 
gant notions! We are, indeed, in a pretty 
hat he says be true. .A charter 
to a company of merchants to 
de to one of our colonies; the term of 
the charter is: about to expire; and, we are 
told, that, if we do not renew the charter, 
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we.shali be placed uader a military despot- 


state, if. w 
is. 
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his nerves into a very tight state, before he 
could hazard such an assertion. 

In what way, { should be glad to know, 
is the dissolution of the East India Com- 


| pany to produce this terrible effect? To 


int out this, was the duty of the Morning 
Chronicle; and not having done it, his as- 
sertion might be dismissed, without further 
notice, it being incumbent on no one to 
produce proof, or argument, in refutation of 
that, which has not been attempted to be 
proved. Nevertheless, as the matter is of 
great importance, I will put here a few 
questions to this writer. And in the first 
place, I ask him, whether it be likely, that 
a national bankruptcy will arise from the 
dissolution of a Company, the affairs of 
which Company are in such a state as to re- 
uire the aid of the Government to keep the 
soba itself from becoming bankrupt? 
¥ ask whether this be likely? For some 
ears past, the East India Company has 
en borrowing, woney, or rather bank- 
notes, from the national Government ; it 
has come to the Government, and has got 
trom it accommodations; the Government 
has lent it bank-notes to the amount of mil- 
lions. I will not encumber my argument 
with the items in detail; but I state dis- 
tinctly, that this East India Company has 
had bank-notes to the amount of millions of 
pounds, lent to it by the Government, im 
order to enable it to pay its dividends ; for, 
Thinking People, this Gompany has its 
National Debl, and its dividends, in the 
Same manner that the Goverament at West- 
minster has! .Now, if the Company can- 
Lot Pay its way without the assistance of the 
nation; if it be compelled to borrow money 
of the nation in order to pay ns dividends ; 
ifthis be the case (and the Morning Chro- 
nicle does not deny the fact), how is the 
dissolution of this Company to make the 
nation itself a bankrupt? I shall be told, 
pore that, if the Company’s Charter 
not renewed, it will not be able to pay 
its debts, or the interest on its debts; and, 
that, the East India Stock-holders being 
thus suined, an alarm will be spread 
amongst the steck-holders of the nation; 
that the funds will-fall to a very low price, 
and that thus a national bankruptcy will be 
produced. But, how is this to happen? 
The were ws —_ ouly have to gua- 
Tantee | Juterest the 
India ro a to. prevent ales 
alarm; and that, in fact, it now does, by 
the advances which it makes te the Com- 
pany, in order to enable it to 
dends. The truth is, 
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65 
dissolution of the Company, the Govern- ses 
ment must guarantee the payment of the that 
interest upon its debts, or else, the whole ling 
of the funding fabric would be instantly 7. 
blown into the air; but, no injury could fong 
arise from this ; because, as I have before ae 
shown, the Government is, at this time, 7 ” 
and Jong has been, surety for the payment ; 
of the interest on the Company’s debts. ae 

Another question that I should wish to By pret 
put to this gentleman is, where he has a oat 
made the discovery, that, what he calls a | sei 
national bankruptcy ‘* must be followed by Wh: 
‘¢ a. military despolism !"’ But, perhaps, | eal 
it will be best, first to ask him what it is pie 
that he means by a military despotism? is dt 
Does he mean that state of things, where ‘of e 
there is nothing existing in the name of cake 
law; where there are no tribunals, with B esate 
people sitting in them, called judges; ual 
where there are none of those persons called S eesity 
peace-officers, police-oflicers, commission- peop 
ers of taxes, surveyors of taxes, supervisors stop 
of taxes, assessors of taxes, collectors of nit 
taxes, excise-men, custom-house-officers, rr 
tide-waiters, &c. Does he mean a state of is pe 
things, wherein all these are unknown, and | wetes 
where the taxes are collected and offenders thing 
against the Government are punished diees 
through the instrumentality of soldiers It 
only? If he does, then I tell him that he ledge 
means to describe a state of things which the 
never existed in any nation in the world. coud 
If he means a state of things where the day. 
Government has the absolute command of in th 
so large a military force, as completely to bank: 
preciude, or to. render desperate, any at- niet 
tempt at resistance on the part of the peo- long 
ple, let the acts of the Government be what pure 
they may; if he means this state of things; tha | 
then I call upon him to show how the dis- of gr 
solution of the East India Company; I call port | 
upon him to show, how a national bank- - deper 
ruptcy can possibly be big withthe danger paper 
which he affects to anticipate, | annih 

By national bankruptcy, he means, |) Gove 
doubtless, as others have meant, @ ceasing | contr 
to pay at the Bank the interest of the na | eon) 
tional debt. . But, is he not deceived as to | BE possi 
the course which things will natarally take prod 
in this respect? The Bank continues t whic! 
pay the dividends on the debt, as promptly princ 
as it paid them before the stoppage in 1797. In 
It pays, indeed, im paper, istead of hard ‘tion t 
money, and so it will continue.to do, 4 cessai 

ary such | long as the paper will pass current at all. tion | 
There may come a time when the papé¢! this ¥ 

| will be worth very little; or, in the p 

pay its-divi- } words, when it will require-a great deal of (TP deste 
eam case of aj it to purchase the same quantity of good of sy 
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rte that may be purchased with a silver shil- 
hale ling; -but still, the Bank will keep on pay- 


ing the interest of the national debt, and as 


it long as it does that, who can, with pro- 
Said 'priety, say, that «national bankruptcy has 
on ' taken place? , 

nent However, suppose that theré should 


come a time, when even the papér money 
‘ © cannot be made fast enough for the due dis- 


Ma ) charge of the dividends. The supposition 
1 " is quite beyond the compass of probability ; 
ihe but, let us, for argument’s sake, adopt it. 

y | What then? Why, then there is a national 
aps bankruptcy. But, why should this be fol- 
z ‘4 lowed by a military despotism? In order 
bid to get rid of all dispute about the meaning 
mere of the words military despotism, we will 
€ of take it for-granted that the writer means a 
bsg state of things, in which the Government 
BFS | would possess.a more complete and absolute 
led control over the purses and persons of the 
vated people than it now possesses. We will not 
sors ces 

7 stop to inquire what sort of control that 
a of must be; but we will take it for granted, 
wae for the sake of the argument, that the thing 
e of is possible, and then it remains for this 
and writer to show us, how such a state of 
ders things is likely to be produced by the total 
hed discredit of bank-paper. 
a It is, 1 believe, universally acknow- 
. 


ledged, that, without the aid of bank-paper, 


hich the Government, on its present system, 



















rid, could not have been carried on unto this 
the day. It has been a hundred times asserted 
1 of in the houses of parlianrent, that it is the 
a bank-paper which has enabled the Govern- 
ate ment to engage in, and to prosecute, these 
pene long and destructive wars. In short, it is 
yhat ‘pure waste of time to attempt to show, 
ness that the Government, on its present system 
dis. of great power, has derived its chief sup- 
call port from bank-paper, and that the system 
ak depends for its existence upon the bank- 
ager paper. How, then, is it possible, that the 
| annihilation of that paper should give to the 
= Government a more complete and absolute 
sng control over the purses and persons of the 
ol people than it now possesses? How is it 
$ (0 |S possible, that additional strength should be 
ake FIRS produced by the total destruction of that, 
i which, up to this moment, has been the 
ptly Principal source’of strength ? 
97, I might stop here ; for, until this ques- 
ard tion'be answered, nothing more can be ne- 
yp a cessary in the way of refutation of the asser- 
all, tion before us. But; { will anticipate, that 
ber this writer means, that the destruction of 
of must be followed by the 
: destruction not only of the present system 
od of sway, but also-of the whole form of the 


as 
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government ; and that, hence would neces- 
sarily ensue that state of things, whatever 
it may be, which he denominates a military 
despotism; and by which we must suppose 
that he means a‘ Government possessing a 
more complete aud absolute control over the 
purses and persors of the people than the 
Government, on its present system, pos- 
sesses. 

Now, upon what grounds does he pre- 
sume, that the destruction of the paper- 
money must be follewed by the destruction 
of the whole form of our government ? 
When men are advancing assertions of such 
import, they ought to back them with 
proof, or, at least, with an attempt at 
proof, if they expect them to have any 
weight with men of sense. When a man 
was asserting, in terms so unqualified, that 
the King, Lords, Commons, courts of justice, 
laws, customs, and usages of the country ; 
when he was asserting that the existence of 
all these hung upon the credit and durabi- 
lity of a paper-money, which he himself 
has a hundred times asserted to be in a 
state of rapid depreciation; that is to say, 
rapidly tending towards destruction; when 
he was making this assertion, he should not 
have contented himself; he should not have 
thought that he had done his duty until he 
had produced something, at least, in its 
support. 

For my part, I think better of the go- 
vernment of England. In spite of all that 
has been done for the last thirty years, I 
am persuaded that *there is still good stuff 
enough in this form of government to pre- 
vent its resting for support solely upon a 
paper-money; and I love to indulge this 
opinion, because I see the paper-money 
tending to total annihilation. If we con- 
suit experience, we find, that the fall of a 
paper system is not necessarily followed by 
the desiruction of a constitution of govern- 
ment.’ This writer has in his eye the ex- 
ample of France; but why lose sight, at the 
same time, of the example of America ? 
The latter ‘presented itself with full as much 

dminence as the former, and, I should 
iave thought it much more applicable to 
our case, The destruction of a paper- 
money, by which a Certain system of rule 
has long been supported, will naturally and 
inevitably produce a great change in that 
system. It will, im most cases, cause 

wer, in some degree, to change hands ; 

ty it does not necessarily pr a de-~ 

struction of the form of government, as we 

see in the experience of America, and more 

iat“: in the experience of Austria, And 
Z: a4, 
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completely at their command ? 


. appeared in opposition to the ministry of 
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in no case, that I have ever heard of, has tt 
tended to produce a military despotism, or 
to put into the hands of any government 
more power than it had before. It is not 
in the nature of things that the destruction 
of the paper-money iu England should 
prove injurious to the. real constitution of 
England. That coustitution existed, kings 
reigned, freely chosen parliaments taxed the 
people, and justice was. administered in 
mercy long before a paper-money was heard 
or thought of ; and, Lam yet to hear rea- 
soning, before I shall believe, that these 
cannot be hereafter without the existence of 
a paper-money. 

The assertion is again made by this 
writer, too, that the transfer of the whole 
government of India from the hands of the 
Company to the hands of the Ministers, 
would be ruinous to the constitution. tis 
very difficult to determine, or even to guess 
at, what the Morning Chronicle means by 
the constitution; but one may ask him, 
what new power it would give to the Mi- 
nisters that could be injurious fo us? 
Could it give them greater power of taxing 
us? After all, ¢hat is the principal point. 
Could it, I say, place our purses more 
If it could, 
then, indeed, I should say, that there was 
danger to us in the proposed measure ; but, 
as long as I do not perceive, and cannot 
perceive, that that would be the case, I 
shall feel no alurm at the army and revenue 
of India being taken out of the hands of the 


- Company. : 


But, what idle talk is this, about the 
danger to be apprehended from. this new 
source of ministerial influence ? What in- 
fluence can a minister want more than that 
which he now possesses? He has now the 
distribution of nearly one hundred millions 
sterling, annually; he has an army of two 
hundred thousand men, including foreign 
troops; he has a thousand ships of war; 
and the tax-gatherers receive as their pay 
for collecting the taxes several’ millions 
sterling every year. There is not a parish 
where he has not several persons in his 
pay as tax-gatherers, under one denomina- 
tion or another ; and, besides, is not the 
East India Company itself a body as much 
under his influence, and as powerful an 
instrument in his hands, as India itself 


could become in consequence of the pro- 


posed transfer? Can the Editor of the 
Morning Chronicle cite me an instance, 
when the East India Company, or when 
any individual East India Director, has 


a 
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the day? I can recollect no stith instance, 
On the contrary, I have always observed, 
that, let who would be minister, he wa; 
sure of the support of thai body. There. 
fore, I am not to be made to believe, tha 
the political liberties of the country can 
possibly be endangered by the minister's 
possessing, with some degree of respon. 
sibility attached to it, all that influence, 
which he before possessed without even 
the show of responsibility. 

We now come to a consideration of the 
arguments, if such they may be called, in 
support of that oppesition which the city 
of London, in its corporate capacity, js 
making to the intended measure of the 
opening the trade to India. And here, it 
is to be observed, that this opposition 
stands upon a different ground from tha 
on which the opposition of the Company 
rests. The latter dreads the loss of its 
monopoly ; the former the loss of the ad- 
vantages, as they are thought, from the 
importation of India goods being confined, 
as it now is, to the port of London. The 
latter would care ,but little about the ex- 
tension of the importation to the out-ports; 
and the former would not care a pin for 
the opening of the trade to individual mer- 
chants, provided all the goods were still 
to be brought in to the port of London, 
and, provided all the establishments arising 
out of the commerce of India, were still to 
remain in London. : 

Mr. Alderman Bircu, in the debate 
before referred to, is reported to have said, 
that ‘* millions had been expended by the 
*¢ Company on warehouses and other im- 
** portant concerns, and the seat of their 
** Government was in the city of London. 
‘¢ To borrow a figure from the East, the 
** Company are to the City like the great 
** Banyan tree, whose branches descended 
*‘ and took fresh roots, and which flou- 
** rished again till it formed of itself a spe- 
** cies of forest, full of bloom, and_ver- 
** dure, and fruit, under which thousand: 
** took shelter and sustenance. + Now it 
** was proposed to lay the axe almost to the 
** root, or to plant new shoots that would 
** wither as soon as they camé up from the 
‘Cearth. (Hear./ Extend the trade, ant 
** they would weaken it. In practice, 
*¢ it was prosperity: in theory, it would 
‘be ruin, Experience was against expe- 
** riment. Look atour proud River, with 
*¢ its immense forests of masts floating 0” 
‘¢ its bosom, its innumerable vessels fraught 
“* with the merchandise of the globe: g° 
“down to the extent of the City’s juris: 
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«‘ diction, and ‘hear the gladdening echoes 
% of cheerful-labour resounding from shore 


+<to shore; and then ask the question, how’ 


‘‘ much of this prosperity is owing,—how 


'*+ many of these labourers earn their bread 


‘+ from the East India Gompany ?—/ Hear, 
‘6 hear.) ‘Was that proud River to be 


‘stripped of the ancient efsigns of her 
'**- dignity ? 


Were they -ready, step by 
“ step, to make it How at Wapping, as) 


'‘* clearly, and unencumbered, as it did at 


‘‘ Westminster? Let them stop in limine 
‘all attempts against the prosperity of 


'** London.—/ Hear.) Charters were most 


‘important; and every attempt to disturb 


‘them should be viewed with jealousy. 
“¢ The renewals of the East India Charter 


‘‘only strengthened the arguments on 
‘‘ which they stood. All the Indian com- 
‘* merce centered in London, and it was 
*‘ its interest and duty to keep it there.”’ 
Mr. Birch seems to be a stout stickler 
for charters; but, what does he say to 
Magna Charta? I think I could point out 
instances, wherein that gentleman has been 
one of the loudest advocates of measures by 
which that charter was violated.’ { have 
never known any resolution proposed : in 
the court of common council complaining 


of a vielation of the people’s rights, which 
was not opposed by Mr. Alderman: Birch, 
who is now so‘ zealous an advocate for the 


rights of the East India Company. It is 
astonishing to me that a man of sense, as 
Mr, Birch is, and a man of good manners 
too, should be able to muster up resolution 
enough to speak of the proposed measure 


‘as a violation of a charter; and, though I 


have before dwelt upon the point, I cannot 
help again observing on the perversion of 


:words resorted to upon this occasion. _What 


is this charter? It is a bargain, made 
between the nation and the company, and 
the terms of the bargain are to be found in 
an act of parliament passed in the 33d year 
of the present King’s reign. According to 
that bargain, the Company were, upon 
certain conditions, to have a monopoly of 
the India Trade, and to have the sovereign- 
ty of the colony, for twenty years. As I 
have shewn before, the Company has not 
fulfilled its part of the bargain, it has paid 
only a twentieth part of what it was bound 
to pay as the price of the monopoly, and 


of the advantages of the sovereignty. But, 


if it had punctually fulfilled its-covenants, 
the term of the bargain is expired, or about 
to expire. The twenty years are at an 
ad ; and, shall the nation, because it re- 
fuses to renew the bargain, because it re- 
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fuses to grant the monopoly, and to yield 
the sovereignty of its colony again; shalt 
it for this cause, be accused of violating a 
charter? I am surprised that a man of 
sense should thus resort to a sounding werd, 
for the sake of supplying the place of fact 
and argument. 

But, we are told by Mr. Birch, in fine 
figurative language, that the Company is 
to the city like the great Banyan tree. Mr. 
Birch was not aware, perhaps, that figures 
of rhetoric should be cautiously used. The 
Banyan tree may, for aught I know, be 
possessed of the qualities that he describes. 
Its branches, like those of the laurel, and 
thousands of other shrubs and trees, may 
descend to the earth, take fresh root, and 
send up fresh trunks towards the skies. 
But, with the leave of Mr. Alderman 
Birch, he is labouring to prevent this spe- 
cies of propagation ; for, he is endeavour- 
ing to confine the tree of which he is speaking 
to the port of London; whereas the mi- 
nisters are for extending its branches to the 
out-ports, and, of course, for enlarging 
its capacity for affording shelter and sus- 
tenance. After his figure of the Banyan 
tree, the gentleman was extremely unfor- 
tunate in asserting, that the trade would 
be weakened by its extension ! 

After all, -however, after all the talk 
about the Banyan tree, and the proud river 
Thames, and the gladdening echoes of 
cheerful labour; after ali this talk, the 
opposition is, in plain English, founded 
upon this, that the measure proposed by 
the ministers will take part of the trade 
from the port of London and distribute it 
amongst the out-ports ; that it will lessen 
the quantity of money expended in London; 
that it will diminish its population ; and 
that, of course, it will draw something 
away from the gains of the owners of land 
and houses in London, and, generally, 
from persons keeping shops, public houses, 
and otherwise engaged in trade. 

That all this is true, I allow; but, so 
far am I from regarding this as an evil, E 
have no hesitation in saying, that I look ° 
upon it as an unqualified good, I should 
have no wish to lessen the value of real 
property and of trade in the city of London, 
were it not from the consideration, » that 
whatever is in this. way taken from that 
city, must go to other ports of the . 
kingdom. But, with respect to a lessen- 
ing of the ‘population of London, that is 
a positive good. There is no man, f am 

, who has reflected upon the 
matter, who does not lament the enormous - 
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of that metropolis, which has al- 
ready drawn to itself so large a part of the 
means of the whole kingdom. The * glad- 
««dening echoes of cheerful labour,’ if 
such there be in the filthy stews of Wap- 
ping, are not more gladdening than they 
would be at Liverpool, at Glasgow, or at 
Dublin. Poets have written more beau- 
tifully. than Mr. Birch can speak about 
the river Thames; but, in the eye of a 
stateman, such descriptions are of no con- 
sequence, In his eye, the Thames has no 
more pretensions to pride than any other 
river or stream in the kingdom, while he 
must be well convinced, that to make all 
the trade of the country centre in one port, 
is to prevent emulation, and, in fact, to 
contract the sphere of national exertion. 
Mr. Birch speaks of the persons who 
earn their bread from the East India 
Company, as if they would be thrown out 
of employ and starved, if the monopoly 
were put an end to, and especially if the 
trade were divided amongst the out-ports. 
But, is it possible that Mr. Birch does, not 
perceive, that the trade would still be car- 
ried on by other persons than the Com- 
pany, and that it would still give employ- 
ment to aS many persons as it now em- 
ploys? If not employed in London, these 
persons would be employed elsewhere ; 
aud if Mr. Birch will point me out a spot 
in the whole globe, where they could be 
employed with less chances of health and 
more chances of vice, than on the banks of 


the Thames, below London Bridge, I will: 


at once, waving all other considerations, 
give up the argument. 

ere is, it seems, a body of persons, 
called the shipping interest m_ the port of 
London, who join in this opposition, And, 
I should be glad to know from these, gen- 
tlemen, upon what it is, that they found 
their claim to a monopoly of the advantages 
of the trade to and from India. Do not 
the whole kingdom pay. the taxes which 
are expended in the maintenance of the co- 
Jonies in the East, Why should the coun- 


ties of Lancaster, Somerset, or any other, 


be shut qut any more than the county, of 


Middlesex? In short, the grounds of this. 


Opposition appear to me to be so flagrantly 


unjust, that £ will not believe any thing, 
futher be necessary to expose them to. 


Before I conclude, however, there is, 
one reason, and that of great. weight,, 
which I shall state for my caumebotion al 


the measure, or of, any measure, 
dha. talons oC ehehia, maine ake 
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influence of the East India Company, 

indeed-to break up that.body. j ere 
reason is, that such a measure will have 
a powerful tendency to destroy political 
corruption. in the city of London and in the 
county of Middlesex. That Company has 
long been a powerlul phalanx im opposition 
to the voice of public liberty, At all 
elections, whether for the.city or the evun- 
ty, that Company, -with .its. numerous de- 
pendents at its heels, have had.a monstrous 
influence, and that influence has. always 
been exerted to the utmost against the rights 
of the people. If we look back. to the 
causes of this war, we shall find the East 
India Company acting a prominent part. 
The East India House and the Bank have 
been amongst the forwardest in support of 
all those measures which led. to. the enor- 
mous taxes now. weighing us to the earth ; 


‘and, who can have failed to be filled with 


disgust at seeing it stated, in the docu- 
ments and speeches of the opponents of the 
present measure, that its adoption would 
tend to introduce light and liberty into the 
enslaved countries under their sway ? 

I am not certain, nor do I, flatter my- 
self, that it. is intended to. change theiu- 
terior system. of government of India; but, 
of this I am very sure, that it cannot be 
intended. to establish there any system of 
government more hateful to. me than that 
which now exists there under the Gompany. 
What do they mean when they express 
their alarm, lest an additional number of 
Europeans should find their way to India? 
What sort of government must that be, 
which feels uneasiness at the prospect .of 
seting its acts subjected to the observation 
of well-informed men? What sort of go- 
vernment must that be, which dreads the 


| approach of men accustomed to ideas of 


law. and liberty? And, I put it. as a 
question to all those who have any preteo- 
sions to thinking, whether they think, that 
the treasure and the blood of Englishmen 
ought, to be expended in maintaining the 
possession of a colony, the mode, of go- 
verning which will not bear the inspectior 
of free men, and trembles at. the thought 
of a free communication withshanibee 
England? Whether this government wi 
be put an.end to, I know not ; but that it 
Pash the nines labial ih 
Botley, 3d February, 1843, 
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paragraph, which I take from the Morning 
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Ghronicle news-paper ‘of the 2nd instant, 
is worthy of being preserved, and of being 


} read all over Europe and in the United 


States of America. I therefore insert it, and 
shall do little more, as. it speaks so plainly 
for itself. ‘¢ This veteran Reformer 
‘‘ arrived at Huddersfield on Thursday 
‘‘ evening, the 2lst ult. in the course of 
‘‘ his tour, for the purpose of procuring 
‘+ sionatures to a Petition for Parliamentary 
‘‘ Reform. He was visited at the 

‘¢ inn by-six' or seven persons friendly to 
‘¢ that cause. As they were on the point 
“+ of departure, a MILITARY OFFICER, 
*+ attended with constables, made his ap- 
*‘ pearance, who stated, that it being ru- 
‘‘ moured the parties were holding a pub- 
‘6 lic meeting for political debate, he came 
‘‘ with adesire to join in the discussion. 
*‘ He was immediately informed that the 
‘s object of the company was merely to see 
“ ¢the good old Gentleman.’ In conse- 





“quence of the rules of the POLICE 


“ the Major’s visitors’ were obliged to leave 
“him. He was then given to understand, 
*< that certain sheets of large paper, rolled 
‘up and tied with red tape, had been 
‘6 pointed out .as papers which ought to be 
‘examined. These papers, which, after 
‘< repeated requests, the Major consented 
“ to have féad, were the form of a peti- 
“ tion to the House of Commons. After 
‘¢ several observations on the composition, 
« not at all calculated to gratify the Major’s 
“ feelings, one of thése forms was re- 
‘‘ quested from him, or permission to take 
‘a copy on the spot, certain intimations 
*‘ being at the same time given of the con- 
sequences which would ensue upon a re- 
* fusal, Under these ot of con- 
‘‘ straint he steadily refused to acquiesce, 
* until at a very late hour one of the party 
“ served on the Major the warrant of a 
‘“* Magistrate for taking him before him. 
“ The Major, after a copy was taken of” 
“the Petition, was allowed to retire to 
“ his bed, about half past three o’clock in 
“the morning. He was called on the 
“next day . eleven o’clock in the 
“* forenoon, fo altend the Magistrate, who 
** resided ata distance of two miles: The 
** Major then vindicated himself from the 
** imputation which had been attempted 
** to be cast on him, of keeping low com- 


‘<< la 
pany, by remarking that: there were oc- 
“ casions when it was not unfit for gentle- 
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| “¢ afforded the Major a high degree of sa- 

*¢ tisfaction on this occasion, to héar it ex- 
“ pressly declared by the professional gen- 
*¢ tlemen who took the examinations, that 
-** Government had no desire to prevent the 
‘* people from petitioning the Legislature 
*‘ for a Parliamentary Reform. He was 
*¢ then allowed to proceed on his journey ; 
*¢ and after his departure the persons found 
** in his company were summoned before 
** the same Magistrate, and convicted on a 
** charge of lippling, i. e. taking a glass of 
** wine with the Apostle of Parliamentary 
** Reform after nine o'clock at night.’’—— 
No commentary is wanted. The thing is 
quite complete. It forms a pretty little 
subject for cogitation; but, of a vast deal 
more importance to us than the campaign 
in Russia. 


CATHOLIC QUESTION. The ministers 
must be most unreasonable men, if they 
can desire any thing better than what is 
now going on throughout the country upon 
this subject. - Meelings and Debatings 
about the Pope and the Devil are, if pos- 
sible, better than the bonfires for Russian 
successes. How those who figure at these 
meetings must laugh in their sleeves at the 
gaping gulls whe make up the mass of the 
assembly! The leaders on both sides are, 
doubtless, actuated by the same motive at 
bottom; namely, to amuse the people, the 
** most thinking people” inthe world! If 
the speechi-makers arid the writers on both 
sides wete hired for the express purpose, 
they could not act their part better. - I can- 
| not, for my part, imagine any thing - better 
calculated' to serve the purposes of those, 
who are against all reform of abuses, thatr 
this dispute about the Pope and the Devil. 
Orie side cries out, that the Church is in’ 
danger, and the other, that they are per 
secuted for righteousness sake; One side 
seems to’ dread the faggots in Smithfield, 
and the other to be in bodily fear of Satari 
himself. ‘That sucha question does at all 
occupy the minds of even’ the’ niost' igno- 
rant part of the people, at this day; ‘it i¢ 
melancholy to think on; but, that theré 
should be mén' of talents-so lost ‘to all sense 
of shame as to come forward publickly and’ 
carry on debates upon it, is truly shocking, 
The war carried on'upon thé subject 
in the news-papers is still worse, if possf- 
ble.. The names of intolerants and’ inno~ 
vators, which they deaf out’ up6n éach 
othér; ‘ate, to be sure, in jest. They ne- 
ver cant be in earnest.~—The Morning 
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lowing article upon the subject. “‘ Is it 
‘‘ not marvellous to see, in the year 1513, 
‘¢ all the fanaticism of 1780 revived ? or 
<¢ rather to see the cry of Demagogue taken 
‘‘ up by the Government, and at the very 
‘¢ moment when every nerve of the 
« State ought to be strained in one great 
“‘ seasonable effort for the deliverance of 
“‘ Europe from political confusion, to see 
<‘ the people of Great Britain and Ireland 
«* roused into the most furious stale of in- 
& lesiine warfare?—The streets are not 


‘¢ merely placarded at an expense which | 


¢‘ no individual could sustain, but flags 
‘* ave hung out at public houses, and the 
‘‘ ignorant are invited in to swill liquor 
‘¢ wratis, to induce them to sign petitions 
‘‘ which they do not even read. 
«trust that INDEPENDENT Members 
66 of Parliament on their arrival in town, 
‘will make it their business to inquire 
€‘ into this fact, and observe the base and 
‘© dangerous practices now carrying on 
*¢ for the purpose of procuring Petitions 
*¢ from the lowest of the rabble. 
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| speak, 





We. 
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They | do just what it pleased. 
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Pope, I feel very little interest in what 
may begome of their petitions.——The 
Morning Chronicle wants ‘to unite us all 
for the deliverance of Europe, in which 
we have abeut as mucli interest as jg 
the deliverance of the Pope. The de. 
liverance of ourselves is what we should 
be united in; a deliverance, _ however, 
which the party of Whigs is just as much 
opposed to as any other party. A deli- 
verance from the present weight of taxes 
is what we want more than any other sort 
of deliverance; but of this sort. of deliver- 
ance the Chronicle and the Catholics never 
In short, the agitation of this 
Catholic Question serves, and can. serve 
only to amuse the people, and to keep them 
divided. It 1 were to choose a people to hold 
in a state of complete subjection, it should 
be a people divided into several religious 
sects, each condemning the other to perdi- 
tion. With sucha people, furnished with 
a suitable set of priests, a government 
endued with barely common sense, might 
The Catholic 





‘will then be able justly to appreciate | leaders must know, aud they do know, 
| that, while the Parliament remains unre- 


‘* these proofs of the benignity, toleration, 
‘¢ and policy of the Ministers of both our 
‘¢ Church and State,”’ 
no means marvellous, Mr. Perry. 





It is 


tices are not a bit more base and degene- 
rate than is the practice of giving import- 
ance to the subject, and of thus drawing off 
the attention of the people from their real 
grievances and the real means of obtaining 
redress. 
‘* most furious state of intestine warfare ;’’ 
are they? And who rouses them? Who 
but those, who, after discussions of years, 
still urge on the vain dispute, when it is 
obvious to all the world, that the party 
complaining are just as inimical to public 
liberty as their. opponents. I wish for all 
the disabilities of the Catholics to be re- 
moved ; but, if they will not join the peo- 
ple in general, and seek a Se of Par- 
iament as the means of procuring redress, 
I care nothing for their cause. I have 


watched their movements very narrowly, | 


and I perceive no inclination on their part 
to make exertions in the cause of reform. 
They meve solely as Catholics, and as such 
I care no more for them than I do for the 
Methodists. Nay, I have observed that 
the Catholics have, upon several ‘recent 
eccasions, by their, toasts and speeches, 
taken special care to disclaim all views of 
meddling with political questions ; and, 
as 1 am sure that I care nothing about the 


| 


The thing is by | 


formed, they will never be admitted to a 
share of political power ; and, their silence 


upon the subject of reform is, therefore, 
just what one would expect; and the prac- | 


*¢ The people are roused to the | 


sufficient to make me doubt of the sincerity 
of their views. I say now, as I always 
did, that, what they ask for, is, of itself, 
nothing to the people; and, if they do not 
ask for more, their cause ought to be in- 
different to the people. 


Wu. COBBETT. 


| Botley, 4 Feb. 1813. 








INDIA COMPANY. 
(Continued from page 147.) 


limited, there can be no objection to pro- 
pose to Parliament, to snaiily that number 
by legislative enactment. I have. thus 
endeavoured to bring the sentiments of His 





Majesty’s Government before you, with the | 
same candour that has been evinced in out | 


recent discussions; and I can venture con- 
fidently to assure you, that my colleagues, 
as well as myself, ave most anxious to pro- 
mote such an adjustment between the Public 
and the Court of Proprietors, as may be 
satisfactory to all parties. The expedi- 
eucy of adhering to that system, by which 
the Government of India has been.adminis- 
tered through the intervention of the Gout- 
pany, 1s strongly felt by His Majesty's Go- 
vernment; but it must not be supposed, 
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it there are no limits to that expediency, 
that there are no advantages which might 
sult from a different course. It is for 
e Court of Proprietors to decide, whether 
eir own interests, as well as those of the 
merous persons depending upon them, 
yth at home and abroad, ean best be pre- 
rved by their rejection of, or acquiescence 
n, those conditions, upon which alone, 
pnsistent with their public duty, His Ma- 
ty’s Government can submit a proposi- 
jon to Parliament for the renewal of the 
harter. You, Gentlemen, must be 
ware, that from its approaching expiration, 
provision must be made, without delay, for 
e future Government of India; and that 
is Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in 
his speech at the opening of the present 
ession, has called upon Parliament to 
make such provision. I have the ho- 
pour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
nd faithful humble servant, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


No. LXXIIf. 
At a Secret Committee of Correspond- 
nce, the 30th December, 1812.—Draft 
of a Jetter to the President of the Board of 
ommissioners, in reply to his Lordship’s 
etter of the 24th instant, was read and un- 
mnimously approved. ” 
| No. LXXII. 
At a Secret Court of Directors, held on 
ednesday, the 30th December, 1812.— 
Draft of a letter to the President of the 
Board of Commissioners, in reply to his 
Lordship’s letter of the 24th instant, was 
ead and unanimously approved. 


No. LXIII. 

Leller from the Chairman and Deputy Ghair- 
man to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, noliced in the preceding 
Minutes. 

East India House, 30th Dec. 1812. 
My Lord,—We were honoured, on the 
25th instant, with the letter which your 

Lordship’ was pleased to address to us on 

the preceding day, and have laid it before 

the Court of Directors. We are instructed 
by the Court to acquaint your Lordship, 
that a General Court of Proprietors of East 

India Stock has been summoned, for the 

Special purpose of taking into consideration 

the important subjects treated of in your 

Lordship’s letter, and we shall lose no time 

in submitting to your Lordship the result 

of the deliberations at that meeting.—— 

In reference to the first paragraph of your 

Lordship’s letter, in which the resolution 

Passed by the Court, on the 18th instant, 
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is stated to have caused some surprise. to 
His Majesty’s Government,’ as appearing 
to have for its object an abrupt termination 
to all discussion, we are desired by the 
Court of Directors respectfully to offer the 
following explanation. Your Lordship 
is aware, that at the commencement of the 
recent conferences on the subject of the Re- 
newal of the Company’s Charter, it was 
agreed between your Lordship and the De- 
putation frem the Court, that no minutes 
»Should be taken of what passed in conver- ; 
sation. Accordingly, no particular com- 
munication was made, prior to the receipt 
of your Lordship’s letter of the 24th inst. 
of the result of these conferences: but an 
earnest desire having been expressed by 
those Gentlemen in the Direction who are 
not Members of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence, to be informed, whether the dif- 
ferences of opinion, formerly known to.ex- 
ist, On some important points, between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Court, were 
in a train of reconciliation, and the general 
answer which we thought ourselves bound 
in duty to give, not having tended to afford 
them the satisfaction they expected, they 
deemed it proper that the sense of the 
Court, respecting the question of the out- 
ports, should be formally notified to your 
Lordship, and in consequence the unani- 
mous resolution of the 18th was transmitted. 
Had the Court perceived that that proceed- 
ing admitted of the interpretation which 
has been put upon it by His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, they would assuredly have taken 
pains more effectually to guard against so 
great a misconception of the real intention, 
which was no other than to mark their ad- 
herence to the opinions they have uniformly 
entertained on the disputed question, of ex- 
tending the import trade from India to the 
out-ports of this kingdom, which had form- 
ed the principal subject of discussion be- 
tween the Members of His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment and the Committee of Corres- 
pondence. It was certainly desirable for 
the Members of that deputed Committee, 
and it was thought that it might not be un- 
acceptable to your Lordship, to know that 
the sentiments which they had expressed; in 
the course of discussion, were sanctioned by 
the unanimous concurrence of the Body by 
whoin they were delegated. The mode in 
which the resolution was adopted was con- 
formable to the usage of the Court of Direc- 
tors on solemn occasions, namely, after a 
Report from a Committee of the whole 
Court, which always requires signatures, 
and which, in the present instance, was 
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| ‘6 they can enjoy, without injury to other 
‘* important national interests.”” In those 
interests, we may presume, are compre 
hended both the consideration of the public 
revenue, and the maintenance of :the East 
India Comparly. But what that extent of 
trade is, ‘* which can be granted witlr safe. 
‘* ty to those interests,’’ is still a question 
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subscribed by every Director.-—We trust, 
nty Lord, that this explanation of the mea- 
sure alluded to, will prove satisfactory to 

our Lordship and the other Members of 

lis Majesty’s Government; and while we 
return our sincere acknowledgments for the 
attention with which our representations 
have been listened to, in the various inter- 
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views with which we have been honoured 
by your Lordship and His Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters who attended, we hope, at the same 
time, to stand perfectly: acquitted of any 
design, either to prevent or embarrass a 
full and deliberate discussion of the great 
interests at stake. It is matter of deep 
concern to us to find, that His Majesty's 
Ministers seem still to adhere to the princi- 
ple of opening the- out-ports of the United 
Kingdom to the importation of commodities 
from India. We have already, in our let- 
ters of the 15th and 29th April last, fully 
stated the dangers that must result to the 
Company, from so great an enlargement of 
the privilege jn Eastern commerce to British 
wmerchants. We presume to think our ob- 


jections to that enlargement have not been 
adequately answered ; and we have to ex- 
press the concern felt by the Court, that no 


communication has yet been made to them, 
of those representations which first led His 
Majesty’s Ministers to entertain, and which 
induce them still to adhere to the opinion, 
that the public interest will be best con- 
sulted, by not confining the import trade 
from the East Indies to the port of London. 
It would occasion much satisfaction to the 
€ourt, should such a communication have 
the effect of obviating their objections, even 
im part, to a measure, which the most im- 
perative considerations alone could have 
influenced them to oppose: and were it un- 
fortunately to fail in producing this effect, 
it is nevertheless desirable, that the Court 
of Directors shall have an opportunity of 
reviewing the question with all the intelli- 
gence that can be brought to bear upon it, 
Your Lordship has, indeed, been pleased to 
favour us with a brief suramary of some‘of 
the wn used by the merchants on 
this subject——arguments, we must own, not 
in the least convincing to us: and we assure 
ourselves, that in adverting to them, your 
Lordship does not mean that the Company 
should be concluded, or their fate determin- 
ed, by what those who oppose their inte- 
rests choose to advance; although their re- 
presentations appear to have so far influ- 
enced His Majesty's Ministers, as to lead 
them to think, that the merchants “ have 
“a claim to as much’ liberty of trade as 





undetermined. ‘We confess that tljBregu- 
lations contemplated by His Majesty’s Mi. 
nisters, so far as your Lordship has been 
pleased to explain them to us, appear by 
no means calculated to remove our fears, 
The comparative interest which the Public 
and the Company have in preventing the 
smuggling of tea; was described in our let- 
ter of the 29th April; and though: it be 
true, as your Lordship: observes, that the 
stake of the Public inthis concern is nume- 
rically greater than that of the Company, 
yet the importance of the Gompany’s infe- 
rior stake is, to them, infinitely greater, 
than would be te the Public the importance 
of the loss the revenue might sustain; be- 
Cause, as matters now stand, the Gompany 
have no certain dependence but the China 
trade, for resources essential to their sub- 
sistence. We do not the least question, 
that His Majesty’s Ministers would be 
thoroughly disposed to frame additional re- 
gulations to prevent smuggling tea, should 
those now in contemplation ‘be tried and be 
found insufficient. But, besides that we 
extremely distrust the practicability of pre- 
venting smuggling to a large extent, where 
the temptations would be so great, we must 
entreat your Lordship and His Majesty's 
Ministers seriously to consider, what would 
be the situation of the Company, if they 
obtained a charter upon no better terms 
than those now proposed, and upon trial it 
should be found that their commercial in- 
come failed, and that their dividend should 
be unprovided for or lowered :—their stock 
would immediately fall; their credit would 
be diminished; the currengy of their al- 
fairs, in their payments particularly, would 
be impeded ; general alarm and dissatisfac- 
tion in all parties connected with this great 
establishment would be fele; and there 
would be a necessity for going to Parlia- 
ment again, when evils great, perhaps it- 
retrievable, would have been experienced. 
It is the duty of the Executive Body of the 
Company to earry their views forward te 
such contingencies, and to seek provision 
against them; and we must beg leave (0 

d, that whatever rights the merchants 
may claim, or the nation be pleased to be- 
stow on: them, it cannot be equitable to 
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rake concessions to them which should de- 
stroy the rete 4 who acquired the In- 
dian empire, who are as much the 
owners of the chief seats of European trade 
in thatempire, as they are of their freeholds 
in London. With respect to the resort 
of Europeans to India, if we do not mis- 
understand the scope of your Lordship’s 
obser@ftion, it seems to imply, that their 
numbers might be in proportion to the ex- 
port trade from this country. If, indeed, 
they were to be regulated by this scale, our 
apprehensions would be the less ; ‘but we 
have no difficulty in acknowledging, that in 
addition to all our other arguments against 
admitting importations to the out-ports, we 
think that the granting of this privilege 
would increase the spirit of rash specula- 
tion from Great Britain and Ireland, and 
‘thereby the number of adventurers in 
search of fortune in India; for it is to be 
‘remembered, that those adventurers would 
‘naturally seek for new establishments, even 
out of the Company’s territories, and there 
endeavour to acquire real property. 
But, iny Lord, this is only one of many 
points which require particular regulations ; 
and, at the stage at which we are new ar- 
rived in the negociation, we cannot but 
state to your Lordship the anxious wish of 
the Court to be made acquainted with the 
whole plan which His Majesty’s Govern- 
‘ment may have it in contemplation to re- 
commend to Parliament for a renewal of the 
East India Company’s Charter; including 
such amendments in the system of the Com- 
pany’s territorial government and adminis- 
ration, as past experience may have indi- 
ated; the regulations deemed necessary 
Jor promoting the discipline and efficiency 
of the Indian army; the amount of force 
which His Majesty may be empowered to 
maintain in India at the expense of the 
ompany ; and the provisions that may be 
hought requisite for settling the relative 
owers of the Board of Commissioners and 
he Court of Directors. Though these to- 
pics were specifically mentioned in the let- 
ers from Lord Melville to the Chairs, of 
he 30th September, 1808, and the 21st 
March, 1812, the Court are still, in great 
measure, uninformed of the arrangements, 
n regard to. them, which His Majesty's 
overnment may have in view to propose. 
nd we entreat also, that your Lordship 
vill enable us to lay before the Court of 
Virectors, and ulti the Proprietors, 
n any shape that you may judge fit, the 
Mormation, additional to that of the mer- 
nants already solicited, om ‘which the de- 
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termination of His Majesty’s Ministers 
rests, as to the extension of the trade to the 
out-ports, and their intentions upon the 
other parts of the arrangement to which we 
have now adverted. The requests we 
now make appear to us the more reasonable, 
from the weighty intimation conveyed in 
the concluding part of your Lordship’s let- 
ter. It brings into view (to repeat an ex- 
pression used-in our letter of the 15th 
April), ** questions of the last importance 
** to the safety of the British Empire in In- 
** dia, and of the British Constitution at 
‘© home.”’ This isa solemn subject\for the 
country, as wellas the Company. IR 

deed, it should ever come under actual dis- 
cussion, we have that confidence in the 
equity and wisdom of the nation, that not- 
withstanding all present clamours, they 
will wish to do the Company justice, and 
to guard all the other great interests which 
must come into question. But prepared as 
we shall be, if forced into this situation, to 
maintain the rights and claims of our con- 
stituents, we must yet express our hope, 
that the Company will not be reduced to 
the hard alternative, of thus having to con- 
tend for all that is dear to them, or to ac- 
cept a Charter, on terms which will! not 
enable them to execute the part hitherto 
assigned to them in the Indian system,-—— 
We have the honour to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) Hucu Incuts, 
| Robert THORNTON. 





The Chairman then informed the Court, 
that the only other document to be read 
was the Letter of the President of the Board 
of Control, received late last night. 
The letter was then read.— 

India Board, Jan. 4, 1813. 

GenTLEMEN,—I had the honour to re- 
ceive your letter of the 30th ultimo, and 
proceed to convey to you the sentiments of 
His Majesty’s Government, as far as it 
would seem advisable, under present cir- 
cumstances, to continue the discussion. 
With respect to your observation, that the 
representations which induced His Majesty's 
Government to fourm their opinions upon the 
subject of the extension of the Import Trade 
have been withheld from the Court of Di- 
rectors, and that your objections to that 
extension have not been ‘‘ adequately an- 
‘* swered;” you must allow me to avail 
myself of this occasion to apprize you, that 
although His Majesty’s Government has 
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the Court of Directors, they have not felt 
that it was within the range of their duty 
to engage in a controversy upon the points 
at issue: That duty has been sufficiently 
discharged, in stating, for the information 
of the Court of Proprietors, the condition 
upon which they were prepared to submit 
a proposition to Parliament for the renewal 
of the Charter, accompanied by such rea- 
sons as are conveyed in the communications 
they have authorized me to make. I 
can, however, have no difficulty in ac- 
quainting you, that the claims of the Mer- 
chants connected with the out-ports have 
not been brought before Government by 
written documents, that they have been 
urged and discussed at personal conferences 
with individuals interested in their success, 
and that you have already been informed of 
the grounds upon which they were support- 
ed; but that it does not appear to His Ma- 
jesty’s Government, that you can be war- 
ranted in expecting that they should give a 
more particular account of the arguments 
adduced .at these conferences. lL may 
add, however, that as the Merchants and 
Manufacturers connected with the out-ports, 
considering themselves entitled, at the ex- 
piration of the Charter of the East India 
Company, to carry on that trade from 
which they had been excluded for a limited 
time, had entered into a statement of their 
case by Petitions presented to Parliament 
in the course of the last session, you may 
obtain from those records that further in- 
formation which yon appear desirous to 
possess. With regard to those points to 
which you have alluded, as requiring par- 
ticular regulation, the Ministers of His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent having 
signihed to you, that, consistently with 
their sense of public duty, they can submit 
no arrangement to Parliament that does not 
include an extension of the Import Tride, 
and the Court of Directors having, with the 
knowledge of their opinions upon that 
point, by their Resolution of the 18th ult. 
declined to recommend to the Court of Pro- 
prietors to agree to such an extension, it 
would seem premature to enter into details 
until that question shall have been finally 
determined.——You are apprized of the 
disposition of His Majesty’s Government to 
adhere to the present system of Adminis- 
tration in India, and I am not aware, that 
if circumstances should admit of its conti- 
nuance, it would be necessary to propose 
any material alteration in-the existiug pro- 
visions for carrying it into execution, except 
such as may arise from the opening of o 
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trade. ——The confidence you express in 
the wisdom and justice of Parliament, will, 
I am persuaded, not be disappointed; nor 
is it to be supposed, that in the consider. 
ation of this great question (to use your 
own words), ‘* the safety of the British 
‘¢ Empire in India, and the British Consti- 
‘‘tution at home,’ will be overlooked 
either by the Legislature or the Ministers 
of the Crown. If the Government of 
India cannot be carried on with safety to 
the Constitution, except through the inter- 
vention of the Gompany, the propositions 
of the Court of Directors, whatever they 
may be, must unconditionally be admitted, 
——lIt will be for Parliament to determine 
whether the natien is in this respect with- 
out an alternative, or whether, if a change 
of system should be rendered necessary by 
the decisions of the East India Company, 
measures might not be taken for opening the 
trade, and at the same time providing such 
an Administration of the Government of 
India, as might be found compatible with 
the interests and security of the British Con- 
stitution.———-I have the honour to be, Gen- 
tlemen, your obedient and faithful humble 
servant, 
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thrown, and he entered Wilna as it were 
on their very shoulders. In this attack he 
took six pieces of cannon and one eagle. 
Having afterwards joined the detachment 
under Major-General _Landskoy, an at- 
tempt was made to carry the town. itself ; 
but finding themselves too weak for the 
enemy’s , infantry, dispersed throughout 
the houses, they were under the necessity 
of waiting the arrival of the advanced 
guard of Tchitschagoff’s army.——Ad- 
miral Tchitchagoff reports, on the 10th of 
December, that Major-General Tschablitz, 
regardless of all obstacles, and profiting of 
the disorderly flight of the enemy, 
pursued them into Wilna, taking or 5 
of cannon; and that the suburbs had heen 
occupied, and picquets posted round the 
body of the town, under the orders of Ma- 
jor-Generals Orourka and Laskine.. 
Head-quarters, Oschnisani, llth Dee. 
—Major-General Ignatseff detached, 02 
the 6th of December, eight battalions from 
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Bobruisk to Minsk. 
goff reports that Major-General Tschablitz 
dislodged the enemy from Wilna, on the 
10th Dec. where they left a great number 


ef cannon, and very considerable ‘maga- 


zines, but time did not permit to furnish 


' the details. 


Head-quarters, Wilna, Dec, 12. — 


Count Wittgenstein reports, under date of 
‘the 10th of December, that having sent 


yut several detachments of cavalry in pur- 


- suit, one of these, commanded by Aid-de- 


Camp General Kutousoff, had taken a 


corps of Bavarians prisoners, consisting of 


one hundred and twenty-six officers, and 
two thousand and twenty-four men, part 
of which consisted of an entire battalion, 


|} which having been surrounded by the able 


manceuvres of Lieutenant-Colonel Tetten- 
bach, had laid down their arms without 
firing a shot. The requisitions of every 
description, which the enemy had levied 
upon the inhabitants, were recovered, and 


-with these all the means of subsistence for 


their troops. On the 9th, Lieutenant-Co- 


lonel Tettenbach entered the suburbs of 
| Wilna, notwithstanding the enemy were 
in possession. of the body of the place. 
Major-General Borosdin, who commanded 


the other detachment, made many prison- 
ers at Nementchina, took also a consider- 


' able number of baggage-waggons. 


December 11.—General Count Platoff 
reports, that in passing near Wilna, he 
had driven the enemy back five wersts, as 
they were defiling in column by Pogoix- 
lanke ; and having allowed the first column 
to pass (with which Count Orloff Denisolf 
had already been engaged), he had directed 
Major-General Nachmanoff and Count 
Orloff to attack the enemy with spirit from 
our right flank ; and Prince Kasatkin Ros- 


| toffsky, with some regiments of hussars 


and dragoons, from our left. The column 
of the enemy was divided into two, and 
entirely destroyed. General Lanzan was 
made prisoner ; thirty other officers, and 
upwards of one thousand men, and we took 
two pair of colours and two standards. 
The remainder of the enemy was pursued, 
by the horse artillery, to the mountains of 
Ponary, near which another column was 
nearly destroyed by the sabre and bayonet ; 
twenty-eight pieces of cannon, as many 
tumbrils, with theif train complete, fell 
into our hands‘near this spot. 
Head-quarters of Field Marshal Kutou- 
sof, at Wilna.—On the evéning of the 
Sth of Devember, the ‘partisan Sesslavin 


penetrated into the town of Oschnisani, | 


i 
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where the enemy, consisting of nine bat- 
talions of infantry, and above one thousand 
horse, were preparing quarters for that 
night. The infantry had already piled 
their arms, when the hussars of Achtirsky 
fell upon them, sword in hand, from all 
quarters. The whole of the Commandant’s 
guard was cut to pieces, and he himself 
owed his safety to the darkness of the night. 
The magazines were at the same moment 
set on fire by shells; the enemy, dismayed 
and in confusion, fled to the outside of the 
town, where his infantry was drawn up in 
order of battle: but beimg pursued by our 
cavalry, they retired with the greatest pre- 
cipitation to Taharschki. The inhabitants 
of this town unanimously declare that Na- 
poleon was there in person; but that hav- 
ing been informed of his danger by some 
of those who were devoted to him, he had 
changed his dress, and fled at full gallop 
towards Wilna. The enemy has lost 
in prisoners within the space of five days, 
viz. from the 8th to the 13th of December, 
as follows, one General, 156 Officers, 
9,574 soldiers, independent of wounded 
and sick, of whom great numbers were 
found in the villages near the high road; 
168 pieces of cannon, two pair of colours, 
two standards, and an eagle, have like- 
wise fallen into our hands. 


Report of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armies, General Field Marshal Prince 
Kulousoff Smolensko, to His Imperial 
Majesty, Dec. 14, 1812. : 


At the time of the capture of Wilna by 
our troops on the 10th of December, the 
enemy defiled through the streets, whilst 
Count Platoff, in order to cut off his re- 
treat by the road to Kowno, occupied it 
with all his Cossack regiments, as well as 
with those of the Hussars of Olviopole, 
and the Dragoons of Shitomir and Arsamas. 
Having let pass the first of the enemy’s 
columns, Count Platoff ordered Count Or- 
loff Denisoff to attack it with spirit, at the 
same time he himself attacked, with im- 
petuosity, the other columns ; the artillery 
under Colonel Prince Koudascheff kept up 
an incessant fire. Count Platoff afterwards 
ordered Count Orloff Denisoff to pass in 
the rear of the enemy, to post detachments 
on his flanks, and to prevent his arriving 
at. the mountains of Ponary. The large 
columns were completely routed by the 
well directed fire of our artillery, and af- 
terwards entirely destroyed. One Gene- 
ral, 30 Officers, and more than 1,000 
soldiers. were made- prisoners ; 28 pieces 
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1s compelled, by a war of aggression, to 
‘e arms for the defence of his states, his 
mperial Majesty, from the accuracy of his 
»mbinations was enabled to form an esti- 
ate of the important results which that 
ar might produce with respect to the inde- 
endence of Europe. The most heroic con- 
ancy, the /greatest sacrifices, have led to 
series of triumphs, and when the Com- 
sander in Chief, Prince Koutousoff Smo- 
nsko, led his victorious troops beyond the 
liemen, the same principles still conti- 
ued to animate the Sovereign. At no pe- 
od has Russia been accustomed to practise 
at art, (too much resorted to in modern 


Wars,) of exaggerating, by false statements, 


e success of her arms. But with what- 
rer modesty her details might now be 
nned, they would appear incredible. 
Deular witnesses are necessary to prove the 


Macts to France, to Germany, and to Italy, 


efore the slow progress of truth will fill 
hose countries with mourning and conster- 


PPation. Indeed it is difficult to conceive that 


na campaign of only four months’ dura- 
on, 130,000 prisoners should have been 
aken from the enemy, besides 900 pieces 
fcannon, 49 stand of colours, and all the 
aggon train and baggage of the army. A 
st of the names.of all the Generals taken is 
ereunto annexed, It will be easy to form 
estimate from that list of the number of 
perior and subaltern officers taken, 
tis sufficient to say, that out of three hun- 
red thousand men (exclusive of Austrians), 
vho penetrated into the heart of Russia, not 
hirty thousand of them, even if they should 
e favoured by fortune, will ever revisit 
Heir country. The manner in which the 


Lmperor Napoleon repassed the Russian | 


ontiers can assuredly be no longer a secret 
> Europe. So much glory, and so many 
dvantages, cannot, however, change the 
etsonal dispositions of his Majesty the Em- 
eror of All the Russias. The grand prin- 
ples of the inde ce of Europe have 
lways formed the basis of his policy, for 

t policy is fixed in his heart, It is be- 

ith his character to. permit any endea- 
ours to he made to induce the people to 

ist the oppression and throw off the yoke 
hich hag weighed them down for twenty 
Cars. It is their Governments whose eyes 
ght to be opened, by the actual situation 

France, Agama claps before an op- 
portunity equally favourable again presents 
lf, and it would be am abuse of the 
ooduess of Providence not to take advan- 
Se of this crisis to re-construct the great 


ork of the equilibrium of Europe, and 
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thereby to ensure public tranquillity and in- 
dividual happiness. [Here follows a list 
of the names of 43 Generals taken from the 
enemy. | 


Lonpon Gazette, Feb. 2. 


By His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, Regent of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in the 
name and on the behalf of His Majesty. 


A PROCLAMATION. 

Georce P. R.—Whereas, We have be- 
held, with the deepest regret, the daring 
outrages committed in those parts of Eng- 
Jand wherein some of the most important 
manufactures of the realm have been, for a 
long time, carried on; and being firmly 
persuaded that such outrages have been, 
in agreat degree, occasioned by the wicked 
misrepresentations and artifices of ill- 
designing persons, who have deluded the 
ignorant and unwary, through the specious 
pretext of procuring additional employment 
and increased wages for the labouring ma- 
nufacturers, by the destruction of various 
kinds of machinery, now most beneficially 
employed in the manufactures of this king- 
dom, and have thus seduced them to enter 


into unlawful associations, and to bind 


their consciences by oaths and engagements, 
not less injurious to their own welfare than 
destructive of the good order and happiness 


tof society ; and seeing that the extent and 


progress of the trade and manufactures of 
this eountry, which have been continually 
advanced by the invention and improve- 
ment of machinery, afford the best practi- 
cal demonstration of the fa!sehood of all 
such pretexts: We, therefure, acting in 
the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, 
being anxious, by every means in our 
power, to bring back His Majesty’s mis- 
guided subjects to a just sense of their own 
individual interests, as well as of their duty 
to His Majesty, and of the regard which 
they owe to the welfare of the community, 
have thought fit, by the advice of His 
Majesty’s Privy Council, to issue this Pro- 
clamation; and We do, hereby, in the 
mame and on the behalf of His Majesty, 
exhort al} His Majesty’s loving sabe 
jects strenuously to exert themselves 
in their several stations to prevent the 
recurrence of those atrocious combina- 
tions. and ¢rimés, by which the public 
peace has been so long disturbed, and the 
persons and property of individuals endan- 
gered and . 


stroyed, and which have so 
justly drawn down upon the offenders the 
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severest penalties of the law. And We do 
inore: especially warn those who may be 
ex to such seductions against the dan- 
ger of binding themselves by illegal. oaths 
' and engagements,-to-obey the commands of 
secret directors, who, keeping themselves 
aloof, involve their deluded associates in 
all the guilt and peril of violence, robbery, 
srid murder. And We do further, in the 
hame and on the behalf of His Majesty, ear- 
. gestly-recommend and enjoin His Majesty's 
loving subjects, whenever it Shall be found 
necessary, to have recourse to the salutary 
ymeasures which the wisdom of Parliament 
has provided for the protection of persons 
and property.—And we do further exhort 
the proprietors of machinery not to. be de- 
térred from continuing the use and employ- 
ment of the same, but vigilantly and stre- 
nuously. to exert themselves in the mainte- 
mance and defence of their property, and 
ig the prosecution of their Jawful and meri- 
torious callings, in the full persuasion that 
due watchfulness and resolution, exhibited 
in the first instance on their-owst part, will, 
as kas been proved by recent. experience, 
est effectually prevent or repel such un- 

) aggressions: And We. do -further, 

ia the name and on the behalf of fis, Ma- 
jesty, charge and gommand all Sheriffs, 
astices of the Peace, Mayors, Bailiffs, 
Constables, and: othér .Cigil Officers,’ to 
the prevention of nightly. and other unlaw: 
fill meetings of idl-designing , and. wicked: 
pemaaanars #2 the defence -of His Majesty's 
secret machinations and open attacks of the 


—_" 
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jundating our coasts, and the Continen, 
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siolators. of private property, and the dis- 


aurbers of the:publie tranquillity; trusting, | 


-as) We do, that by the constant and active 
exertions: of all well-disposed men, the 
amisguided may be reclaimed, and the mis- 
in awe, without the neces-. 
ity of recurring to the chastisements of the 
daw, which it will be our duty, as guardian 
sof the general peace and prosperity of the 
realm, strictly to enforce, if unhappily the 


‘| 


Given at the Gourt-at Carlton. House, 
this ist day of February, 1813, in 


the 53d year of His Majesty's reign. 


d’armée.. It is stated in'these papers, ti! 





GOD SAVE THE KING. 
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All the reports which have been cir, 
lated are false. There’ has not been , 
battle, at Koningsberg ; there has not bee 
one at Elbing; no general-officer has her 
wounded ;, arid we repeat it, that gy 
affair has takén place. since that’ of th 
Duke of Tarentum upon the Niemen. Ger. 
many has nothing to. feary either from th 
intrigues of England, or’ the irruption of 
the Barbarians, who only kuew how to de. 
fend their country by devastating it, ani 
their capital by burnirig it. In short, x 
soon as winter shall terminate, the Rus 
sians will be chased, and driven back,— 
the quicker in Proportion as they may har 
the further advanced, We are authorige 
to. make this Exposé,. to tranquillize th 
good citizens of France and Germany ; and 
we add, that they may be certain, that if 
any events happen, we will ‘immediate 
make them known to the public, with th 
same truth and simplicity with which wer 
made known the misfortunes of ‘the arm 
in the 29th Bulletig. We, do not know 
why the English attach importance to in- § 




















with pamphilets filled with false ‘accounts; 
in short, all the misfortunes which tn 
army suffered are statéd in the 29th Bul: 
letin ; but AS ine the “Pelersburgh Gazelle: 








Letter from Prince Eugene Napoleon, Vie 
roy of Maly, to the Minister at War. 
a Marienwerder,? Jan. 6. 
My Lord Duke,—The St,. Aetersbursl 
Gaxettes. have fallen into my hands, by 
which. I perceive how. unnatural and falst 
are the relations which they contain of tht 
events of November and December; | will 
stop only at what. concerns | my corp 











end it 



























